
INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY OVERVIEW!!
Why Inductive Bible Study? When we use the inductive method to study the Bible, we lay 
aside our preconceived ideas and lay a groundwork of observations. Conclusions are not drawn 
until we have observed, and thoroughly examined the content of what we are studying. The 
inductive method allows the Scriptures to speak for themselves. We approach the Word as our 
teacher, rather than “telling” the text what it means.!!
Before we begin our study, the first step is to PRAY. The Holy Spirit is the Author of the Bible, 
and we have the Author with us while we are studying! We want to ask the Spirit to bless our 
time of study, help us to understand the things that may seem difficult, and lead us to the 
purpose of Bible study: application in our lives.!!
Step 1: Observation!!
Observation is the first and foundational step of the Inductive Method. In this step, we do not 
determine what the text means, but what the text says. Observation helps us become more 
familiar with the text before we move on to the step of interpretation.!!
- Before we start looking at the details of the text, we need to understand the big picture. If 

studying a book, this means reading through the whole book in one sitting. Like a letter or an 
email we receive today, the letters and books we have in the Bible were meant to be read in 
one sitting, from beginning to end.!

- Once we have read through the text, we can ask observation questions of the text. At this 
point we are not asking “why” or “meaning” questions. Observation questions are the keys to 
opening up the text to help us see what is really going on.!

- Some examples of observation questions: when, where, contrasts, commands, figures of 
speech, illustrations, who, lists, comparisons, conditional statements. There are many more! 
Don’t feel you have to observe everything at once - you can go through the text looking for 
different types of observations, and you can concentrate on the types of observations that 
jump out to you based on the book you are studying.!!

Step 2: Interpretation!!
Interpretation is where we get to start asking “why” and “meaning” questions, but we are not 
asking what the text means to us today, but what it meant to the original hearers or readers. 
Interpretation builds on the foundation of Observation. Thorough Observation results in better 
Interpretation.!!
- Some basic examples of questions you might ask in Interpretation:!

- What are the author’s concerns?!
- What are the original audience’s concerns, questions, struggles, strengths and/or 

weaknesses?!
- Why?!
- What does this mean?!
- What does this imply!
- What is the significance?!!
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How do we answer Interpretation questions? We answer these questions through having a 
thorough understanding of the Historical Background. Knowing the Historical Background of 
the book will equip us to understand the original audience and the author, their concerns, 
struggles, strengths, and their culture. Culture can hugely affect meaning, and remember, at this 
stage, we’re trying to understand the Bible from the audience and the author’s point of view.!!
- To gather Historical Background Information, start with the text itself. There’s a lot you can 

learn from the book you are studying! For example, you might be able to discover who the 
author is, who the audience is, when the author is writing, the issues the audience is wrestling 
with, the things they’re getting “right,” the concerns the author has as he addresses his 
audience, and much more! Make a note, or highlight, the different Historical Background 
points you discover from the book you are studying.!

- The next place to look for Historical Background information is the rest of the Bible. For 
example, if you are studying the letter from Paul to Philemon, you could learn more about 
Paul from other letters he wrote, and from Acts, where his conversion, missionary journeys, 
and imprisonments are recorded. You could see if any of the people mentioned in Philemon 
are mentioned elsewhere in the Bible. By the time you have completed this step, you will 
have an abundance of information that will help you to answer those Interpretation questions!!

- After you have looked through the Bible for Historical Background information, you can use 
Bible Dictionaries to help you learn more about the culture of your author and audience. In 
the book of Philemon, for example, slavery is a big issue. Slavery looked very different in 
Paul’s time than it does in our time, and you’ll want to understand the differences as you 
study the book. It’s helpful to have an understanding of what was going on at the time in 
history the book you are studying was written, and what the culture was like.!!

Step 3: Application!!
Application is the goal of Bible study! As God teaches us through studying His Word, we want 
Him to work in our hearts and change our lives. James 1:22 says we are to be “doers of the 
word, and not hearers only.” As we study the Word, God will move us to change. This can be 
challenging, but as we seek to be more like Christ, we are called to transformation!!!
- Pray and ask God to show you how He wants you to respond to what you are learning in the 

Word. !
- Ask: “What are the basic timeless truths in this book or passage?” While some of what you’ve 

discovered in interpretation may not apply to your life 2000+ years later, there are timeless 
principles to be discovered and applied, no matter the year or culture you find yourself in!!
- Tip: A “cultural statement” is an expression that can be understood only within a certain 

cultural context and/or period of time. A “timeless truth” is one of God’s principles that 
stands true regardless of differing times and cultures.!

- Ask: “How do these truths apply to my life?” Be specific.!
- What am I to believe? Do I need to change anything I have previously believed?!
- Are there attitudes or actions that I need to change?!
- How does this truth encourage me? In what areas am I specifically encouraged?!
- What do I see about the character of God? How does this aspect of God’s character speak/

minister to me?!
- Ask: What specific steps or actions can I take to carry this application out?!
- Commit your application to the Lord in prayer.!
- Follow through!
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